Anvil Stand

L story & illustrations by Paul Boulay, Campbell, California

(published in Calfornia Blacksmtih Jan/Feb 2007)

At ABANA 2006 m’Se ttle, I purchased an anvil from Steve
Fontanini of Rat Hole € —a contemporary design and cast
of tool steel. All that, h of design embellishment and a cute
name ~ who could ask'for more in an anvil? Well, actually I did wish

~ for it to not ring quite so ]oudly

After considering my options, I decided that I'd make a steel
stand along the lines of fhe Tom Clark scheme (1, 2, 4 & 5). The legs
are 4" x 1" tubing, and the top is 1" plate. In order to fix the anvil to
the stand, ] welded a 7§ ﬂange nut to the bottom as you can see in
the photo (3). I took all necessary precautions for the welding.
(Preheat to 300°F, weld with enough amperage to ensure
penetration, peen, p

The base of the anvil cer that is made of #6 solid
copper wire. In order to hav d bearing surface, I ground the
base of the anvil so that, when held down, it sits flat enough. In the
plate with spacers (2), you can see the copper rings and some little
bits at the corners ~ these are made of lead wheel weights. I also
installed some 14" cap screws at strategic points around the perimeter
of the anvil in order to prevent any sort of twisting motion.

Having completed all the preparations and given the stand a bit
of maroon paint, I was ready for the final attachment. I used a full .
tube of silicone sealant on the base, then placed the anvil on thatand =
bolted it down with a giant washer and a 7{" cap screw (4).

Before mounting, the anvil would ring quite loudly. Afterward,
it is solid, but the ring is completely under control. One additional:
precaution against noise that I haven’t mentioned so far is that"
I packed the tibular legs ¢ ‘the stand full of sand. I also plan to bolt
the stand. the concrete floor, at which point nothing will budge it!

ow:what contributes to deadening the ring, but it
eflection, I thmk that tying down the center of the
effechveness of the silicone layer.
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™ 7/8" socket-head
cap screw
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